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SUBCHAPTER I—HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES 
RELEASES, LIABILITY, COMPENSATION 

SUBCHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This subchapter is referred to in sections 9651, 9655, 
9658, 9659 of this title; title 26 section 9507. 

§ 9601. Definitions 

For purpose of this subchapter— 
(1) The term ‘‘act of God’’ means an unan-

ticipated grave natural disaster or other natu-
ral phenomenon of an exceptional, inevitable, 
and irresistible character, the effects of which 
could not have been prevented or avoided by 
the exercise of due care or foresight. 

(2) The term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

(3) The term ‘‘barrel’’ means forty-two 
United States gallons at sixty degrees Fahr-
enheit. 

(4) The term ‘‘claim’’ means a demand in 
writing for a sum certain. 

(5) The term ‘‘claimant’’ means any person 
who presents a claim for compensation under 
this chapter. 

(6) The term ‘‘damages’’ means damages for 
injury or loss of natural resources as set forth 
in section 9607(a) or 9611(b) of this title. 

(7) The term ‘‘drinking water supply’’ means 
any raw or finished water source that is or 
may be used by a public water system (as de-
fined in the Safe Drinking Water Act [42 
U.S.C. 300f et seq.]) or as drinking water by 
one or more individuals. 

(8) The term ‘‘environment’’ means (A) the 
navigable waters, the waters of the contiguous 
zone, and the ocean waters of which the natu-
ral resources are under the exclusive manage-
ment authority of the United States under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act [16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.], and 
(B) any other surface water, ground water, 
drinking water supply, land surface or sub-
surface strata, or ambient air within the 
United States or under the jurisdiction of the 
United States. 

(9) The term ‘‘facility’’ means (A) any build-
ing, structure, installation, equipment, pipe or 
pipeline (including any pipe into a sewer or 
publicly owned treatment works), well, pit, 
pond, lagoon, impoundment, ditch, landfill, 
storage container, motor vehicle, rolling 
stock, or aircraft, or (B) any site or area where 
a hazardous substance has been deposited, 
stored, disposed of, or placed, or otherwise 
come to be located; but does not include any 
consumer product in consumer use or any ves-
sel. 

(10) The term ‘‘federally permitted release’’ 
means (A) discharges in compliance with a 
permit under section 1342 of title 33, (B) dis-
charges resulting from circumstances identi-
fied and reviewed and made part of the public 
record with respect to a permit issued or 
modified under section 1342 of title 33 and sub-
ject to a condition of such permit, (C) continu-
ous or anticipated intermittent discharges 
from a point source, identified in a permit or 
permit application under section 1342 of title 
33, which are caused by events occurring with-
in the scope of relevant operating or treat-
ment systems, (D) discharges in compliance 
with a legally enforceable permit under sec-
tion 1344 of title 33, (E) releases in compliance 
with a legally enforceable final permit issued 
pursuant to section 3005(a) through (d) of the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act [42 U.S.C. 6925(a)–(d)] 
from a hazardous waste treatment, storage, or 
disposal facility when such permit specifically 
identifies the hazardous substances and makes 
such substances subject to a standard of prac-
tice, control procedure or bioassay limitation 
or condition, or other control on the hazard-
ous substances in such releases, (F) any re-
lease in compliance with a legally enforceable 
permit issued under section 1412 of title 33 of 1 
section 1413 of title 33, (G) any injection of 
fluids authorized under Federal underground 
injection control programs or State programs 
submitted for Federal approval (and not dis-
approved by the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency) pursuant to part C 
of the Safe Drinking Water Act [42 U.S.C. 300h 
et seq.], (H) any emission into the air subject 
to a permit or control regulation under sec-
tion 111 [42 U.S.C. 7411], section 112 [42 U.S.C. 
7412], title I part C [42 U.S.C. 7470 et seq.], title 
I part D [42 U.S.C. 7501 et seq.], or State imple-
mentation plans submitted in accordance with 
section 110 of the Clean Air Act [42 U.S.C. 7410] 
(and not disapproved by the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency), in-
cluding any schedule or waiver granted, pro-
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